< July 17 >

Just Like Dad A
Leslie Koh

The Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also
does. John 5:19

Read: John 5:17-20
Bible in a Year: Psalms 18-19; Acts 20:17-38

Isn’t it endearing to see a child mimicking his parents? How often we’ve seen the young boy in a car seat, gripping his
imaginary steering wheel intently while keeping a close eye on the driver to see what Daddy does next.

| remember doing the same thing when | was young. Nothing gave me greater pleasure than doing exactly what my dad did
—and I'm sure he got an even bigger kick watching me copy his actions.

| would like to think God felt the same way when He saw His dearest Son doing exactly what the Father did—reaching out to
the lost, helping the needy, and healing the sick.Jesus said, “the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees
his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does” (John 5:19).

We too are called to do the same—to “follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love”
(Eph. 5:1-2). As we continue growing to be more like Jesus, may we seek to love like the Father loves, forgive like He
forgives, care like He cares, and live in ways that please Him. It is a delight to copy His actions, in the power of the Spirit,
knowing that our reward is the affectionate, tender smile of a loving Father.

Jesus, thank You for showing us the way to the Father. Help us to be more and more like You and the Father each day.

Our Daily Bread welcomes writer Leslie Koh! Meet Leslie and all our authors at odb.org/all-authors.



< July 18 >

Beyond Labels
David C. McCasland

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

Read: Romans 5:1-11
Bible in a Year: Psalms 20-22; Acts 21:1-17

A church in my city has a unique welcome card that captures the love and grace of God for everyone. It says, “If You Are A ...
saint, sinner, loser, winner"—followed by many other terms used to describe struggling people —"alcoholic, hypocrite, cheater,
fearful, misfit .... You are welcome here.” One of the pastors told me, “We read the card aloud together in our worship
services every Sunday.”

How often we accept labels and allow them to define who we are. And how easily we assign them to others. But God’s grace
defies labels because it is rooted in His love, not in our self-perception. Whether we see ourselves as wonderful or terrible,
capable or helpless, we can receive eternal life as a gift from Him. The apostle Paul reminded the followers of Jesus in Rome
that “at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom. 5:6).

The Lord does not require us to change by our own power. Instead He invites us to come as we are to find hope, healing, and
freedom in Him. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (v. 8). The
Lord is ready and willing to receive us just as we are.

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your amazing love in Jesus.



<
Mightier than All
> Hi

C.P.Hia

The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength. Psalm 93:1

Read: Psalm 93
Bible in a Year: Psalms 23-25; Acts 21:18-40

Iguazu Falls, on the border of Brazil and Argentina, is a spectacular waterfall system of 275 falls along 2.7 km (1.67 miles) of
the Iguazu River. Etched on a wall on the Brazilian side of the Falls are the words of Psalm 93:4, “Mightier than the thunders
of many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea, the Lord on high is mighty!” (rsv). Below it are these words, “God is
always greater than all of our troubles.”

The writer of Psalm 93, who penned its words during the time that kings reigned, knew that God is the ultimate King over
all. “The Lord reigns,” he wrote. “Your throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity” (vv. 1-2). No matter how
high the floods or waves, the Lord remains greater than them all.

The roar of a waterfall is truly majestic, but it is quite a different matter to be in the water hurtling toward the falls. That
may be the situation you are in today. Physical, financial, or relational problems loom ever larger and you feel like you are
about to go over the falls. In such situations, the Christian has Someone to turn to. He is the Lord, “who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20) for He is greater than all our troubles.

Lord, | know that You are powerful and greater than any trouble that might come my way. | trust You to carry me through.



< July 20 >

A Time for Everything

Amy Boucher Pye
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens. Ecclesiastes 3:1

Read: Ecclesiastes 3:1-14
Bible in a Year: Psalms 26-28; Acts 22

While flying recently, | watched a mother and her children a few rows ahead of me. While the toddler played contentedly, the
mother gazed into the eyes of her newborn, smiling at him and stroking his cheek. He stared back with a wide-eyed
wonderment. | enjoyed the moment with a touch of wistfulness, thinking of my own children at that age and the season that
has passed me by.

| reflected, however, about King Solomon’s words in the book of Ecclesiastes about “every activity under the heavens” (v. 1).
He addresses through a series of opposites how there is a “time for everything” (v. 1): “a time to be born and a time to die,a
time to plant and a time to uproot” (v. 2). Perhaps King Solomon in these verses despairs at what he sees as a meaningless
cycle of life. But he also acknowledges the role of God in each season, that our work is a “gift of God” (v. 13) and that
“everything God does will endure forever” (v. 14).

We may remember times in our lives with longing, like me thinking of my children as babies. We know, however, that the
Lord promises to be with us in every season of our life (Isa. 41:10). We can count on His presence and find that our purpose is
in walking with Him.

Lord God, You lead me through the seasons, and whether I'm laughing or crying | know You are with me. May | reach out to
someone with Your love today.



< July 21 >

Dressed Up
Alyson Kieda

Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. Ror

Read: Rc

Bible in a Year:

In her book Wearing God, author Lauren Winner says our clothes can silently communicate to others who we are. What we
wear may indicate career, community or identity, moods, or social status. Think of a T-shirt with a slogan, a business suit, a
uniform, or greasy jeans and what they might reveal. She writes, “The idea that, as with a garment, Christians might
wordlessly speak something of Jesus—is appealing.”

According to Paul, we can similarly wordlessly represent Christ. Romans 13:14 tells us to “clothe [ourselves] with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.” What does this mean? When we become
Christians, we take on Christ’s identity. Were “children of God through faith” (Gal. 3:26-27). That’s our status. Yet each day we
need to clothe ourselves in His character. We do this by striving to live for and to be more like Jesus, growing in godliness,
love, and obedience and turning our back on the sins that once enslaved us.

This growth in Christ is a result of the Holy Spirit working in us and our desire to be closer to Him through study of the
Word, prayer, and time spent in fellowship with other Christians (John 14:26). When others look at our words and attitudes,
what statement are we making about Christ?

Dear Lord, we want to be a reflection of You. Help us to look more like You each day. Grow us in godliness, love, joy, and patience.



