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Why Do Educated and Intelligent People
Mislead Those Who Trust Their Expertise?

COMMENTARY - LeeNewman- April 2007

Recently | read thiscomment in an articlewritten by Professor Jasmine Rault which, | consider extremely
shortsighted and biased.

Although women do commit acts of sexual violence, Professor Rault believesthat it is" dangerousto begin
talking about violence by women against men because this can take the emphasis and attention away from
what's clearly a much larger problem, which isviolence against women."

(says, Cultural Studies Professor Jasmine Rault)
Excuse me, but | haveto wonder, what isMs. Rault thinking?
How could including discussions and infor mation about male victims of violence be " dangerousto women" ?

Maybe she should discuss these things with those of uswho are on thefront lines of thisbattle against abuse
and those especially who approach thiswork from a per spective that is not gender biased or based in an
outdated and incorrect premisel

Having listened to men and women who have been abused aswell as some abusive partners of both genders
over theyears, | think that | and many other open-minded Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Advocates
who assist everyone, regardless of gender will have opinionsthat differ greatly from thisCultural Studies
Professor!

Violence against anyoneis against the law and hurtstheindividual, regardless of gender!

If you don't discussthesetopicsin a more gender neutral and inclusive way, you will only be addressing a
fraction of the problem!

Domestic violence, Intimate Partner Violence or Sexual ViolenceisNOT exclusively what men perpetrate
against women and when people like Professor Rault , sell the mainstream a bill of goodsthat it is, sheis
doing a disservice to women aswell as men!

Professor Rault and other swho believe what she expressesin this statement should visit
http//www.safedall.org or http/mww.SAFE-NH.org to look at theresearch and other information available
there before she makes these short-sighted and narrow-minded judgments!

Victims of violence deserve no less!
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The days are too
short even for love;
how can there be
enough time for
quarreling?

-Margaret Gatty

Over many years with SAFE-NH | have attended Conferences, Council meetings, media events and other venues where the mainstream battered
women’s organizations have treated my observations and my suggestions for review and reform of their protocols with disdain and with no regard.

The NH Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence and their member organizations have continuously denied that women have the ability and
sometimes the willingness to be untruthful in their accusations against innocent men when it comes to charges of domestic violence and sexual

assault.

During a council meeting | attended not to long ago, | was asked why | was offering information about DNA testing along with my other outreach
materials. | explained that | felt that paternity fraud was a crime and one that abused both fathers and children, and that in addition DNA testing was

also something that could prevent a man from going to prison due to false allegations of sexual
assault/rape.


http://www.safe4all.org
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This last statement caused the Executive Director of one of the largest battered women’s crisis centers in the State of New Hampshire to become
very volatile as she stated to me that "women NEVER lie about either of these crimes, least of all rape!”

This is generally the same response from many who make a living in the mainstream “DV Industry”, as it has come to be known. This is also the
theory that drives the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) which, is directly biased against males being treated equally by the programs it
funds.

This biased and judgmental attitude is also responsible for the fact that women can go to a Court of Law and Law Enforcement, claiming to be a
victim of domestic abuse or sexual assault, later to be found to have perjured herself under oath, and then is not held accountable for the devas-
tating effects on another person’s life.

In effect, when a person is falsely accused of such crimes, they suffer the equivalent of defamation of character and slander but because of the
biased laws fueled in part by VAWA, they have no recourse against their attacker. This is because organizations with a vested interest in keeping
the status quo have convinced our officials at every level that “women often recant their stories, due to fear” and therefore “arrest and prosecu-
tion must take place regardless of recanting of testimony by the “victim.

As a parent and a grandparent | want protection for my daughter, my son and my grandson equally, from domestic abuse or from sexual assault. |
also want to know that they are equally protected from false allegations and if this did occur to ANY of them and that they would have recourse to
clear themselves and hold their false accuser accountable...legally as well as in civil proceedings.

Men and women, boys and girls are all potential victims of domestic abuse, child abuse, sexual assault and yes, even rape!

Although most of the mainstream calls the sexual assault of a teen girl by an adult male a crime, it's often called “an affair” when it’s a sexual
assault of a teen boy at the hands of an adult female... The media most often “reports” these crimes in such a manner.

However, take a moment and think about your 14 yr old son or grandson, imagine that he has reported to you that his 39 yr old female teacher
had been having sex with him, would you reach for the phone to report the crime against him in the same way as if it had been your daughter
being molested/raped by her 39 yr. old male teacher?

Would you call your son’s molestation/rape, acceptable, while your daughter’s is not?

If your son was falsely accused of rape, and when he was proven innocent, still was not able to legally hold his accuser accountable, had suffered
loss of reputation not to mention the emational toll on him and the changes in his personality...and yet has no recourse, how would you feel as
the parent of this young man?

If you are a man and you are falsely accused of domestic violence or sexual assault under the laws we currently have, you will find yourself ex-
actly where these young men from Duke University are.

Even though they have no case against them, they will carry the stigma of the accusations with them forever. The same goes for those with false
allegations of domestic violence and with false restraining orders placed against them.

Not only do they become instantly prohibited from entering their homes, seeing their children and sometimes even lose their jobs but they are
also under the threat of arrest, based simply on the “victim” claiming that they called or happened to see them in a public place.’

Ultimately, if the restraining order is dropped by the “victim” , that does not mean that the defendant won't be tried in a criminal court for having
“assaulted” their accuser. Even if they are proven to be innocent, they will suffer the stigma of having been accused and some people will always
assume the worst. False accusations and lack of accountability ruin the lives of many and it's time for a change!

How can Growth in wisdom
your everyday may be exactly
shopping benefit measured by
SAFE-NH ? ]
decrease in

Start now at: www.SAFE-NH.org
and use the link for iGive.com

bitterness.
-=Friedrich Nietzsche
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Speaker’s Corner

SAFE SpeakersBureau
From the Desk of:

Ira Streitfeld
Director of the SAFE Speaker’s Bureau and a Board member of SAFE

Starting a Speakers Bureau from scratch is not an easy task. But, since our vision is a serous and consequential one, | took on the assignment!

Over the years, we have put together a carefully selected group of diverse professional experts in their field who have a passion to educate the
public on our message to society.

This elite group is committed to improving the quality of life of victims of domestic violence in underserved groups who fall between the
cracks of traditional funding and services.

To date, we have succeeded in having our speakers in front of audiences comprised of community based organizations, educational institu-
tions, non profit associations and foundations, government agencies and army bases. They have spoken to teens, law enforcement and judicial
groups, medical and psychological personnel, social workers, victim’s advocacy programs and clergy.

We are proud of their accomplishments and our choices of whom represent a large geographical area from coast to coast US and Canada.

Speaker’s Bureau Pur pose:

To promote the SAFE vision and increase public awareness.

To present our SAFE brochures and informational materials.

To attract new SAFE members.

To promote positive relations among professionals and the community through education and training.

To present a variety of topics related to domestic violence, intimate partner abuse, stalking, bullying and similar issues..

How We Choose M ember s of The Speaker’s Bur eau:

We accept presentations from professional speakers in their fields who must share the SAFE vision to end violence in families, and promote
safety and well-being for all community members regardless of race, age or gender.

Submission packets must include: Current CV, Current Photo, List or copies of any published books or articles, any media videos, testimoni-
als or references, and a current fee schedule.

The packets are circulated to our International Board and then voted on at our next monthly meeting for approval.

Current members of the SAFE Speaker’s Bureau:

Christina M. Dalpiaz: Founder of CHANCE ( Changing How Adults Nurture Children’s Egos) a non profit organization.
Topic: Healing a Child From the Trauma of Family Violence.

Richard L Davis: A retired Lieutenant for the MA Police Department. Author of “Domestic Violence: Facts and Fallacies.”

Topics: Law Enforcement, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence

Dr Don Dutton: Is a Psychology professor at the University of British Columbia. He worked for the prosecutor in the OJ Simpson trial.
Author of 3 books including “The Batterer: A Psychological Profile.”

Stanley Green: Is a Victim’s Services Advocate and internationally recognized spokesperson for male victims of domestic violence.
He has spoken at Army bases on Gender Issues in DV and Sexual Assault and on the topic of Male Victims in many venues.

.Philip Cook: Phil is a noted journalist and author of “Abused Men: The Hidden Side of Violence.”
Topic: Battered Men.
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SAFE Speaker’s Bureau

(cont’d)

John Hamel L CSW: Is a family counselor and recognized expert in the field of anger management and family violence. Author of “Gender
Inclusive Treatment of Intimate Partner Abuse.”

Topics: New Approaches for Effective & Inclusive Batterer Intervention.

Thomas James: Is an attorney and mediator. Author of “Domestic Violence: The 12 Things You Aren’t Supposed to Know.”
Topics: Gender Bias in the Courts.

Dr RL McNeely: is a professor of Social Welfare at the University of Wisconsin and a practicing attorney.
Topics: The Legal Aspects of DV.

Dr Linda Mills: Is a professor of Social Work and Vice Provost at NYU.
Author of 3 books including “Insult to Injury: Rethinking Our Responses to Intimate Abuse.”

Dr Jill Murray: Is a practicing Psychologist and leading expert on the subject of teen dating abuse in the US.

She has appeared several times on the “Oprah” Show as guest expert. Author of 3 books including ”Destructive Relationships.”

Dr Judith Sherven & Dr James Sniechowski: A husband and wife psychological team are sought after as authorities on changing the
way we experience differences in our relationships. Authors of several books including “Be Loved For Who You Are.”

Topic: Conflict Resolution.

Greg Schmidt: Is a Lieutenant in the Seattle Police Department and law enforcement counselor. He helped establish an elder abuse depart-
ment.

Topics: Police Trainings, Law Enforcement and Elder Abuse.

Sheila Smith LCSW: Is in private practice and provides assessments for the chronically mentally ill and the corrections population.
She has appeared many times a guest expert on TV News shows.

Topics: Gender Differences in Criminal Behavior and Crime Analysis.

Dr Reena Sommer: Is an internationally recognized family life and divorce consultant and expert witness.
Topics: The Politics of DV and Custody Battles as a Result of DV.

Dr Jack Turteltaub: Is a clinical Psychologist, professional Coach and freelance Writer.
Topics: Stigma in the Sexual Minority Community and Stereotypes vs Reality.

If you want to make a submission or inquire to book a SAFE Speaker for your Conference or
other event, you can email Ira at Ira@safe4all.org

You may also reach him by calling the phone number for SAFE International.
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SAFE Chapter News !

SAFE- New Hampshire

Are you a self-employed professional, are you an artist or other creative
crafter?

Do you own or manage a business?
Would you like to make a difference and take a stand against violence

SmEFE

Stop Abuse for Everyone”
A Hmmmarn Fnghis Aoy

SAFE-NH Contact info:
SAFE-NH
P O Box 523

Rochester, NH 03867

Phone: 603-859-0859
FAX: 603-297-0244
E-mail: safenh@safedall.org

with us?
Contact Lee at SAFE-NH to find out how.

Your donation stays with your local Chapter and if there isn’t a Chapter
In your area your donation will help our SAFE International’s outreach
efforts.

SAFE-NH Business Sponsors

Lee Newman'’s info.

E-mail: lee@safedall.org
Ex.Director # @ SAFE Interna-

tional
319-319-522-4817

SAFE-NH Business Sponsor

Direct Voicemail
(888) 439-1416 (toll free)
Main Realty Office:
(603) 335-4663

E-mail:
chris@christopherbergeron.com

Christopher Bergeron

| focus on taking all of that
away, and leaving my clients
with a pleasant and enjoy-
able experience.

SAFE-

NH hopes that you will
contact Chris to help get
you on the path to your
dreams!

This business is
about changing lives
and | love helping
people achieve their
dreams, that, is why |
do what | do.”

Christopher Bergeron
Coldwell Banker
Grace Drapeau

1 Windhaven Road
Rochester, NH
Direct Office/Cell:

(888) 439-1415
(toll free)

Helping people to fulfill their
dreams is what | enjoy most

about my business! Christopher Bergeron

Whether buying or selling, real
estate can be an emotional
experience, and a financially
dangerous one.

Thank you Chris for

helping our dream (0 StOD e —
Abuse For Everyone in NH

come true!

Free Spirit Grafx

Current Coupon:
Save $5 When
You Spend $20
Or More!

SAFE-NH Business Sponsor

Free Spirit Grafx

They also carry; postage, ily in Pen & Ink and draws ex-

Free Spirit Grafx is an exciting

new shop at Cafepress.
www.cafepress.com/

freespiritgrafx
The shop is operated by Artist/

Graphic Designer Pam
Brownell.

Free Spirit Grafx features Pam's

abstract designs on many products
such as t-shirts and sweatshirts for
the whole family from toddler sizes

greeting cards, post cards,
framed prints, posters, mouse
pads, mugs, steins, stickers,
magnets, house- wares and
more.

Pam's art work has been
shown and sold in businesses
and galleries throughout New
Hampshire and Massachu-
setts. Pam has been drawing

clusively by hand.

Her work is then scanned into
the computer and uploaded for
sale on the items mentioned
above.

Please join us in support-
ing our sponsor and visit

Free Spirit Grafx today!

e Spifil G

nique One Of A Kind Graphic Designs
T-Shirts, Clothmg, Many Gilf ltems

Click Here for
coupon code.

to 4x adult sizes. abstract designs since she can

remember. She works primar-

SR SiE was Aty W
wwﬁgm/ﬁccsphi@aﬁ



http://www.SAFE-NH.org
http://www.SAFE-NH.org
http://www.cafepress.com/freespiritgrafx
http://www.cafepress.com/freespiritgrafx
http://www.cafepress.com/freespiritgrafx
http://www.cafepress.com/freespiritgrafx
http://www.cafepress.com/freespiritgrafx
http://www.christopherbergeron.com/
http://www.christopherbergeron.com/
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SAFE-NH Sponsor Spotlight!
BS KIDS

A Child Advocacy Company
Bringing Support To Parents
Building Strength to Children

BS KIDS was created to provide legal research and information to anyone involved in a Family Law
Dispute. Why BS KIDS? Most people are confused about Family Law and make decisions based on
misinformation as to what courses of action are available to them. People under emotional distress,
particularly involved in family conflicts, experience this frustration. Where can | find the answers? Who
can help me? Where can | find assistance to help make informed choices? BS KIDS helps advocate
for their members by providing information that is essential to understanding the complexities of Family
Law. BS KIDS mission is to provide affordable legal research and information to educate their
members involved in the Family Courts. BS KIDS is not a substitute for legal advice and strongly
recommends that you seek the advice of an attorney, regarding the legal aspects of your individual
litigation. BS KIDS prepares their members with an overview of the court system and can help
lindividuals navigate the Family Courts. BS KIDS also provides an objective review, strategy plan and
state laws; so their members can feel more comfortable in knowing what their rights are, have a better
understanding of current trends and changes in the laws and most importantly, feel empowered with
the knowledge they need to succeed.

BS KIDS, a service company, provides their members with the tools they need to understand their
rights involving a pending dispute. Our goal is to assist parents, caregivers and children with the
information they need to make informed choices, before seeking legal advice. BS KIDS provides
guality information and services as a low cost alternative to high priced legal fees. BS KIDS offers their
members a variety of services, based on individual needs. If you would like to learn more about what
BS KIDS can do to assist you, visit their website at www.bskids.net and contact them today! E-mail us
at info@bskids.net or phone 781-756-1214. Our advocates are ready to assist you and help you move
forward navigating the Family Court Systems. Don't put off this decision any longer!

Disclaimer: BS KIDS legal research and information has been prepared for educational and information
purposes only. The material provided is not legal advice or legal opinions on any specific matters.
Customers of BS KIDS should not act upon this information without seeking professional counsel.

The opinions expressed in the material presented to BS KIDS clientele is based on information found
in legal publications.

BS KIDS has done some powerful work in NH toinsure that children have the best chance possible to keep
both their parentsinvolved in their lives ,even when accomplishing that may be difficult.

Thank you to them for supporting our mission as well! -Lee Newman, SAFE-NH-


http://www.bskids.net
http://www.bskids.net
http://www.bskids.net
http://www.bskids.net
http://www.bskids.net
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Please do business with our SAFE-NH Business Sponsors!

They help us to help others...

Please let them know that you saw their announcement here or
on our websites so that they continue to see that supporting
SAFE’s work IS good for their business!

Thank you to our business sponsors and to their customers!

Make a Donation

Abuse For Everyone
PO Box 951 Tualatin,
OR 97062

Your donation to SAFE
International helps
sustain our efforts to
reach out to ALL who
are impacted by do-
mestic abuse and
helps to continue our
education and re-
source initiatives.

Donate to SAFE. You
CAN help Stop Abuse
For Everyone !

It's really easy to make
a contribution, and it
will make a huge dif-
ference for families
impacted by domestic
abuse. You can make
your contribution
online, using your
credit card,
http://www.safedall.org
[difference or you can
send a check to: Stop

You may also choose
to donate to a chapter
of SAFE in your State
or region of the Coun-

try. If there is no Chap- S.l" ;ﬁ ; : 'I.I E

ter of SAFE in your
area, you may want to
find out how you can
help get one started
with our assistance.

Visit the SAFE website
or contact SAFE Inter-

national for more infor-
mation.

Stop Abuse for Everyone

Donate to SAFE.
You CAN help
Stop Abuse For

Everyone !

Thank you!

SAFE-Illinois

The Illinois Chapter of Stop Abuse For Everyone
can be reached at:

44 N. Virginia St., Suite 1A2
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
(815)455-7233 available 24/7 as crisis line.

Victim Advocacy, support groups and Batterer
Intervention Programs.

Their services are available to everyone! (men/
women/straight/gay/lesbian & transgendered)

k. j nI‘ '

SAFE-Illinois


http://www.SAFE-NH.org
http://www.safe4all.org/difference
http://www.safe4all.org
http://www.safe4all.org
http://www.safe4all.org
http://www.safe4all.org
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Would you like to advertise in our new monthly newsletters?

Would you like to help us fulfill our mission while getting exposure
for your business or organization?

E-mail lee@safe4dall.orqg to find out more about this.

If you help SAFE with a donation or otherwise help to financially
support our organization you will also be featured on our
websites, in our press releases and you will have a spotlight
feature in our monthly newsletter.

This will include links on our websites to help
drive more traffic to your door!

Do you own or manage a restaurant?
Would you like to increase your customer base?
Contact lee@safe4all.org

and ask about how you can help support our mission while in-
creasing your business!

Stop Abuse For Everyone
PO Box 951
Tualatin, OR 97062
Phone: 319-441-1010 (not a Crisis Line)
Fax: 319-937-0096
Email: safe@safe4all.org

Contact our Executive Director, Lee Newman, directly if you want to help support our important mission!
SAFE International direct line to Lee: 319-522-4817
Or contact him at SAFE-NH:
PO Box 523
Rochester, NH 03867
lee@safedall.org
603-859-0859 (Business & Crisis Line)
We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization


http://www.safe4all.org
http://www.safe4all.org
http://www.SAFE-NH.org



