
The Monitor 
is missing, the only 

sign of her a weak and 
unreadable distress call 

picked up from the 
Delta Triangle. 

Could this signal 

n the years since the Organian Peace Treaty, the Fed- 
eration and the Klingons have had to rely on cunning to 
accomplish their goals in Quadrant 3 South. Overt 
military action has given way to covert operations. So- 
called "Black Opsn have become a specialty of the 

Klingon Fleet as they use subterfuge and bravado to accomplish 
the goals of the Klingon High Command. 

Communications Relay Station Gamma 6 is an automatic 
communications relay between the outer reaches of the quadrant 
and the interior of the Federation. It is only one link in a network of 
stations which provide a rapid flow of information between Earth 
and Federation ships as they patrol their sectors of space. 

Less than 10 parsecs away, Deepspace Station K-9 servicesthe 
commslink and the ships travelling the sector. With the Klingons 30 
parsecs away on one side and the Romulan neutral zone equidistant 
on the other, K-9 is in a unique position, enviable only to those 
stationed on K-7 of Tribble fame. 

The Klingons have often crossed the disputed border into 
Federation space on missions harassment, and Station K-9 has 
had its shareof alerts. Thestation commanderfinally convinced the 
Federation to re-route the USS Monitor (NCC-1713) to the sector 
to act as protection for the otherwise undefended station. 

Now, the Monitoris missing. She failed to arrive at Station K-9 as 
scheduled, and all attempts to hail her have failed. A weak and 
unreadable distress call was picked up from the direction of the 
Delta Triangle, which lies between Station K-9 and the Klingon 
Empire. The station commander is frantic. He believes, given 
recent Klingon activity in the area, that the Klingons are planning an 
attackon the station orthe nearby system of Argo, and has initiated 
a priority one distress call. The nearest unassigned ship is the 
Bonhomme Richard(NCC-I712), on patrol in Quadrant 3 North. Of 
course, it just happens to be the vessel on which the player 
characters are stationed .... 

ON THE SCENT 
Following the distress signal to its source, the Bonhomme Ri- 

chard arrives in the Delta Triangle, a mysterious region of space 
which is marked on astrogational charts as "Dangerous-Avoid 
Entry." Unfortunately, a distress call, no matter how suspect, is 
something Federation ships must not ignore, and the Bonhomme 
Richard sails in. 

Abruptly, the signal ends, and shortly thereafter the Bonhomme 
Richard encounters the wreckage of the Monitor. Her hull is se- 
verely damaged, obviously from a recent battle. There are no life 
signs, and a damage control and emergency medical team are 
beamed over to investigate. 

The damage control team finds the ship irreparable. The central 
computer is useless, but the ship's emergency marker buoy was 
loaded and ready for launch: The crew apparently didn't even get 
the chance to jettison it before the final attack which killed them and 
crippled the ship. 

As the Bonhomme Richards science officer plays back the tape 
from the buoy (containing a copy of the Monitofs log) , the bridge 
crew listens: 

an imminent "Captain 8 log, stardate3722.6. First Officer Roland in command, 
The captain is dead. We were attacked by two ships-Romulans, KlingOn attack? I think-+st outside the Phylos star system. The ship sustained 
major damage from their plasma weapons. We couldn't return fire 
due to their cloaking devices. Captain Cutler was killed on the 
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'We escapedbefore they couldattackagain. They're afraidtoenterthe 
Delta Triangle. So am I, but it's the onlyplace to run. There's no time to 
warn Station K-9. We took major communications damage in the attack. 
We are concentrating repairs on the shields and the watp drives." 

The next recording has a scrambled picture and intermittent sound. 

'IS. ..,date 3723.1 First Off. .. recording. Have ta.. .damage. De- 
stroyed one sh ...p.... Definitely Romulans. Two ... close quarters 
fight ... exploded right beside us.  warp...^, all weapons ... last shot .... 
One got away. .. zero-three-seven-mark-eight ..right toward. ..." 

First Officer Roland's recording is interrupted by another voice 
on the tape, crying out, "Here they come!" 

At this point, the first officer apparently forgot to turn off the 
recorder, because hethen yells, "Evasi ... right! Jettison the buoy ...." 

Then the recording ends, abruptly. 
The crewmembers of the Bonhomme Richard may ask thern- 

selves some interesting questions (and the referee should not 
provide too many answers just yet): 

@ First, what were Romulans doing in this region of space? 
@ Why Romulans, when the Klingons have been causing all the 

trouble recently? 
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Wow many are still out there? 
If the first attackers were afraid to enterthe DeltaTriangle, who 

made the last attack? 
dB What does the number 037 mark 8 mean? If it's a course, 

where does it go? 
The easiest question is the last. Assuming 037 mark 8 to be a course 

from the last position of the Monito~ the characters will be able to draw 
a line from that position directly to Communications Relay Station 
Gamma 6. Linle other information is available here at the Monito~ 

W m T  m X C  
The Monitorcan be towed to Deep Space Station K-9, but it is of 

little value except as scrap iron. If the characters waste too much 
time with the Monitoror extensive memorial services for the crew, 
they should be "encouraged" to get on with the mission by a blunt 
request for an update from Star Fleet Command. 

The next logical place to go is to Gamma 6, the direction the 
Romulans were apparently taking. When the Bonhomme Richard 
arrived in the vicinity of the buoy, the buoy will appear undisturbed. 
Should anyone want to beam overto Relay Station Gamma 6, they 
may do so. It will, of course, appear completely normal unless the 
landing party members performs a thorough electronic inspection 
of the communications systems. 

Finding anything unusualinsidethecircuittyofthecommslinkequipment 
requiresasuccessfulCommunicationsSystemsTechnology roll.Secretly 
penalize anyone who has never been assigned to starbase duty 50%of 
his skill level to account for his unfamiliarity with this type of equipment. 
A thorough search which avoids interrupting the mmmslink will take at 
least eight hours. tf the crew of the Bonhomme Richard obtains per- 
mission from Star Fleet to turn off the link (thereby silencing an entire 
sector, something Star Fleet is likely to frown upon), the search can 
proceed in hatf that time. 

Should anyone be successful, referto the Answers to the Puzzle 
section below for details on his discoveries. 

If the crewmembers of the Bonhomme Richard leave Gamma 6 
without finding any answers to their questions (or never even board 
it), they will need to search for clues. The referee should point out 
that the course plotted by the Monitormay have been erroneous 
and that the Argo star system is the closest known system in the 
general direction of those coordinates. 

m G O  SYSTEM 
Upon arrival in the Argo system thecharacters will immediately notice 

a D-7Ahattlecruiserin standard orbii.Afterthe Mnkotsreportsof Romulan 
attacks, it will seem likely that this is oneof the D-7s which the Romulans 
bought from the Klingons. If so, the crew of the Bonhomme Rkhardhas 
just discovered a blatant breech of the Neutral Zone--a Romulan ship 
nearly40parsecsinsidetheFederation iscauseforseriiousmnsternation. 
How many others have been this bold? 

What the PCs decide to do about the situation is left to them. A 
few options are: 

@Attack and (attempt to) destroy the Romulans. Of course, they 
would probably never learn the truth of the situation (and so would 
not receive commendations from Star Fleet). 

f@ Land on the planet and try to discover what is really going on. 
The events on Argo are left to the referee's discretion (see The 
Answers to the Puzzle, below, for more information). 

@ Monitorandtailthe D-7tosee what happens next. tfthePCschoose 
this option, the D-7will, after afew days, leave orbii and head toward a 
spot near Gamma 6. tt will wait there for a maintenance shuttle from K- 
9 to arrive. tfthe Bonhomme Richardhas remained undetected by the D- 
7, itwillseethe D-7attadcthe maintenance shuttle andattempttodestroy 
it. R will then, If still unopposed, turn on course for Klingon space. 

MSmEZIS 'If0 THE PUZZLE 
That the 0-7 is returning to Klingon space is the twist you were 

waiting for. These 
are not Romulans, 
but Klingons. The 
attack on the Moni- 
tor was made by 
two Klingon D-7- 
class battlecruisers 
equipped with 
Romulan cloaking devices. They destroyed the Monitorbecause it 
had discovered their presence inside the Federation. 

The Klingons' mission was to plant an electronic "bug" inside 
Communications Relay Station Gamma 6 so it would relay all 
normal Federation communications as before, and also transmit 
those signals to a listening post inside the Klingon Empire. This the 
Klingons accomplished after the battle with the Monitor. Their so- 
journ on Argo was to repair battle damage, including the installation 
of newdilithium crystals, which can be found in limited quantities on 
Argo. (If the PCs landed on the planet to spy on their adversaries, 
they could find out much of this.) 

The Klingons returned to Gamma 6 because they knew the mainte- 
nance shuttle would arrive soon; on the bulkhead inside the relay station 
someone had thoughtfully taped a maintenance schedule-which the 
Klingons read with interest. Destroying the only two people in the 
quadrant who could discover the tampering was thought by the Klingon 
commander to be a necessary precaution. 

E r n G M E  
If the PCs debug the communications relay station, they will be 

hailed by Star Fleet as heroes and probably awarded a commenda- 
tion.The Klingons will havea lot of explaining to do if their shipswere 
discovered, destroyed or disabled deep within Federation space. If, 
however, the crew of the Bonhomme Richardfails to find the lis- 
tening device the Klingons planted in Gamma 6, future events will 
favor the Klingons. Someday, some conscientious maintenance 
person mightfind the device, but what will the Klingons have learned 
in the meantime? .Q 


