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Under normal circumstances, all trains will be steam hauled however, Peak Rail plc reserves the right to substitute diesel power if necessary, and to alter or cancel the published timetables without prior notice.  

 SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU 

February    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28        

March    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31     

April       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30   

May 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31       

June    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30     

 

Peak Rail Operating Dates 2010 and Information  

 

 F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA SU M T W T F SA 

February     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28       

March     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31    

April        1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

May  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31      

June     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30     

Palatine Restaurant Dates 2010 and Information  

 

Cream or Afternoon Tea 

Pie and Pea Supper 

Wimbledon special cream tea 

Parentsô day Sunday Lunch 

PALATINE RESTAURANT INFORMATION  
 

Sunday Lunch trains depart from Rowsley South at 12.30pm 
Cream/Afternoon Tea trains depart from Rowsley South at 3.00pm 
Pie and Pea Evening trains depart from Rowsley South at 7.30pm 

 

Gift Vouchers available on request. 

PALATINE RESTAURANT FARES 2010  
 

* Sunday Lunch: £22.50 for Adults and Senior Citizens. Child prices vary depending on age.  
* Mothers and Fathers Day Lunch: £23.50 for Adults and Senior Citizens. Child prices vary depending on age. 

* Afternoon Tea: £12.95 for Adults, Senior Citizens and Children. 
* Cream Tea: £10.95 for Adults, Senior Citizens and Children. 

* Pie and Pea Evening Trains: £14.00, including sweet, for Adults, Senior Citizens and Children.  
 

Sunday Lunch 

ROWSLEY SOUTH - DEPART  11.15 12.30 13.45 15.00 16.15 

DARLEY DALE - ARRIVE 11.20 12.35 13.50 15.05 16.20 

DARLEY DALE - DEPART  11.25 12.40 13.55 15.10 16.25 

MATLOCK RIVERSIDE - ARRIVE 11.35 12.50 14.05 15.20 16.35 

MATLOCK RIVERSIDE - DEPART  11.45 13.00 14.15 15.30 16.45 

DARLEY DALE - ARRIVE 11.55 13.10 14.25 15.40 16.55 

DARLEY DALE  - DEPART  12.00 13.15 14.30 15.45 17.00 

ROWSLEY SOUTH - ARRIVE 12.05 13.20 14.35 15.50 17.05 

Peak Rail 2010 Timetable  
General Timetable and Fare Information  

 
The stated timetable shown alongside will operate on steam 
and diesel haulage dates, but may change for some special 

events.  
 

Fares allow unlimited travel on the date of purchase. These 
fares apply to normal operating dates only. FARES MAY 

CHANGE FOR SOME SPECIAL EVENTS.  

 

Steam Haulage 

Diesel Haulage 

Special Event 

 

No service 
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Under normal circumstances, all trains will be steam hauled however, Peak Rail plc reserves the right to substitute diesel power if necessary, and to alter or cancel the published timetables without prior notice.  
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PALATINE RESTAURANT FARES 2010  
 

* Sunday Lunch: £22.50 for Adults and Senior Citizens. Child prices vary depending on age.  
* Mothers and Fathers Day Lunch: £23.50 for Adults and Senior Citizens. Child prices vary depending on age. 

* Afternoon Tea: £12.95 for Adults, Senior Citizens and Children. 
* Cream Tea: £10.95 for Adults, Senior Citizens and Children. 

* Pie and Pea Evening Trains: £14.00, including sweet, for Adults, Senior Citizens and Children.  
 

General Timetable and Fare Information  
 

The stated timetable shown alongside will operate on steam 
and diesel haulage dates, but may change for some special 

events.  
 

Fares allow unlimited travel on the date of purchase. These 
fares apply to normal operating dates only. FARES MAY 

CHANGE FOR SOME SPECIAL EVENTS.  

How to get to Peak Rail and Facilities  
 

BY ROAD:   From M1 at Junction 28, 29, or 30, signposted for Matlock, A6 to Darley Dale 

(follow brown tourist information signs). A6 from Stockport, Manchester, or Derby. A52 from 

Stoke-on-Trent, then A5035 from Ashbourne. 
 

BY RAIL:  Change at Derby for Matlock services. Timetable enquiries: 0845 7484950. 
 

BY BUS:  Frequent services from Derby, Nottingham, Chesterfield, Stockport, and                    

Manchester. Check local timetables for details, or telephone (Nottinghamshire and Derby-

shire 0870 608 2608) 
 

FACILITIES: Refreshments are available at Rowsley South station. Toilets are available at          

Darley Dale and Rowsley South. Disabled and Baby Changing facilities available at Darley Dale. 

2010 Special Events  
 

The dates for special events in the first half of 2010 are 
as follows:  
April 3rd ð 5th: Steam into spring, family weekend 
May 1st ð 2nd: 8F 48624 special steam weekend 
May 8th ð 9th: Diesel gala, all services hauled by heritage 
diesel locomotives from the Peak Rail fleet of 31270, 
37152, 44008 and 47635 
June 5th ð 6th: Local residentsô weekend, come and get 
involved in your railway and meet the management. 

Fares Information  
 
Adult              £  6.50 
Senior Citizens             £  5.10 
Children under 3 years (maximum  
of two per paying adult)             FREE 
Children 3 ï 5 years            £  1.50 
Children 6 ï 15 years            £  3.50 
Family Ticket (2 adults and up  
to 3  Children)             £19.50 
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Officers Page  

  

 

PEAK RAILWAY ASSOCIATION LTD  
 

Registered Office: DARLEY DALE STATION, DARLEY DALE, DERBYSHIRE, DE4 2EQ 
 

Secretary:      Roger Horne  Treasurer:    Roderick Lees 

Archivist:      Mick Bond, 68 Pearson Place, Sheffield S8 9DE.  

Membership:     All membership correspondence to Matlock Station 

Volunteer Liaison Officer:   Position vacant  

Editor: The Peak Express: Dominic Jackson, c/o Peak Rail, Matlock Station, Matlock DE4 3NA. Tel: 07791 608873  

 Email: jackson.dominic@googlemail.com  

Directors:      Nigel Carabine, Harold Davenport, Henry Frampton-Jones, Roger Hallatt,    

    Roderick Lees, Tim Oaks, Jackie Statham, William Turton. 

 

BRANCH SECRETARIES:  
Derby:      Nigel Carabine 

     22 Castle View Drive, Cromford, Matlock, DE4 3RL. Tel: 01629 823581 

Sheffield:      Dave Sharp 

     1 Birch Farm Avenue, Little Norton, Sheffield, S8 8GH. Tel: 0114 274 5478 

Chesterfield:       David Grainger  

     2 Nicholas Street, Hasland, Chesterfield, S41 0AS. Tel: 01246 236749 

100 Club Trustee:     Colin Peskett,  

    10 The Ridge, Sheffield, S10 4LL 

 
 

ASSOCIATED GROUPS:  
48624 Society:     Paul Tomblin, 5 Englands Crescent, Heanor, Derbyshire, DE7 7BE. 

North Notts Locomotive Group:   Gordon Bennett, 83 Rydal Drive, Worksop, S81 7PY 

LMS Carriage Association:    118 Marsh Lane, Belper, Derbyshire. www.lmsca.org.uk   

Heritage Shunters Trust:    22 Newman Road, Wincobank, Sheffield, S9 1LP. 

Renown Repulse Restoration Group:  c/o Peak Rail, Matlock Station, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NA.  www.renownrepulse.com  

Derbyshire Dales Narrow Gauge:   c/o Peak Rail, Matlock Station, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NA 
 
 

PEAK RAIL PLC  
 

Registered Office: MATLOCK STATION, MATLOCK, DERBYSHIRE, DE4 3NA. Tel: (01629) 580381 

Email peakrail@peakrail.co.uk              Company Registered in England No. 2071143 
 

Company Secretary:   Roger Horne 
Joint Managing Directors:  Roger Hallatt, 0114 230 2521 and Jackie Statham, 01629 734643 

Directors:    Gordon Bennett, Roger Hallatt, Robert Raynor, Jackie Statham, Tom Tait. 
 
 

PEAK RAIL PLC MANAGEMENT BOARD  
 

Commercial Manager:          Claire Statham 

Mechanical Engineering Manager:        Paul Wainwright 

Traction and Train Crew Officer:        John Patrick 

Press and Publicity Manager:         Tom Tait 

Carriage and Wagon Manager:        Harvey Coppock 

Shops Manager:           Steve Slinn 

Signalling Manager:          Jack Hinks 

Joint Health and Safety Manager:        Mike Ball 

Joint Health and Safety Manager:        Peter Fisher 

Diesel Liaison / Diesel Events Manager:       John Ball 

Permanent Way, New Works and Rowsley Site Manager:    Rob Sanders 

Plant and Machinery and Rowsley Engine Shed Manager:    Robin Smith 

 

OTHER DEPARTMENTAL HEADS  
Guards Manager - Keith Wright, Stations Manager - Ian Hodgnett 

Rostering Officer - 01629 580381 (Matlock Office), Gardens and Lineside - Peter Fisher, 0114 274 7000 
 

www.peakrail.co.uk                   www.peakrailvols.org.uk  

    Printed by Page Whelan of Langley Mill.  Telephone:  01773 715464  

http://www.lmsca.org.uk/
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In This Issue  

 

FRONT COVER 
 

With barely a week to go 
until Christmas and a 
winter chill evident in the 
air, 8F 48624 heads north 
with a Peak Rail Santa 
Special train. Chris Bodell 

BACK COVER 
 

In need of some 
pre-warming, the 
Peak Rail stock 
awaits the dayôs 
service on 21st 
December 2009. 

Sheila Rayson 

Editorial: The year 2010 is shaping up to be highly 

promising for Peak Rail. 

News from the PLC: Jackie Statham and Roger 

Hallatt with Matlock latest and cycle path plans for all. 

Association Pages: Reports from the Sheffield, 

Chesterfield and Derby branches plus the results from 

the 2009 raffle. 

Gardening notes: John Gittins has plans and 

schemes for Darley Daleõs new platform. 

Early preservation days: Gary Dixon provides 

three photographs showing how Rowsley engine shed 

site was restored to railway use. 

Lineside news: Peter Fisherõs team versus the  

vegetation. Forth Bridge painting experience useful. 

Signalling progress:  Dominic Beglin discusses a 

few key improvements and plans for the coming year. 

Carriage and wagon:  Harvey Coppock revives a 

flagging mark 1 catering vehicle. 

Express Mail: Can Peak Rail afford an ex-BR steam 

locomotive thatõs completely authentic for the line?  

Plus important changes to the footbridge appeal. 

Santa Specials: Sheila Raysonõs photographs in a 

timely burst of winter weather for that genuine touch. 

Heritage Shunters Trust: Continued restoration of 

a Class 03 locomotive busies Dave Shore et al. 

LMS Carriage Association: Alan Taylor  and his 

colleagues visit the NRM archive for inspiration. 

Derbyshire Dales Narrow Gauge Railway:  Dave 

Timperley  has some new wagons to play with. 

Archivistõs Notes: Mick Bond was pleased to 

receive some new historic pictures of Matlock. 

Renown Repulse Restoration Group: Mark 

Burrows  on large ex-BR diesel-electric moneypits. 

Archive feature: Mick Bond describes the freight 

flows on the Peak line after 1966. 

The Complete and Utter History of...: The first of 

a new series tracing the history, motivation and 

ongoing achievements of Peak Rail-based groups. Part 

1, the Derbyshire Dales Narrow Gauge Railway is 

not at newsagents now, because itõs in this magazine.  

Mixed traffic gala:  A selection of images from the 

October gala where steam and diesel rubbed shoulders 

on the Peak Rail line. 

Public Transport Guide:  Updated for 2010, details 

on how to reach Peak Rail by bus and train by Brian 

Cuttell . 

Historic Rowsley walks: Glynn Waite announces a 

new season of guided tours round Rowsleyõs railway 

heritage including a guide to whatõs left to see.  

100 Club:  Colin Peskett  has two draw results. 

Competition result  and list of contributors. 
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Winter wonderland?  
 

Firstly, let me wish all of you a very happy new 

year.  2009 was not a vintage year for many people, 

myself included, and I am sure I am not alone in 

saying that 2010 almost has to be an improvement, 

by definition!  So, what of 2010 for Peak Rail?  2009 

was obviously dominated by one news item: the 

return to traffic of 8F 48624.  So much has been 

written about this locomotive in these pages over 

the past few issues that there is little more to say, 

so letõs look forward to the biggest hoped-for piece 

of news for Peak Rail in 2010: the opening of the 

extension into Matlock (Network Rail) station.  

2010 didnõt provide the best of starts for Peak Rail 

with two Sundaysõ worth of services having to be 

cancelled owing to heavy snowfall (still, at least we 

werenõt alone ð the Llangollen Railway also had to 

cancel one of its Sunday running days).  Letõs hope 

it doesnõt hit the railwayõs overall income too hard.  

Snow and wintry weather provides excellent 

photographic opportunities (look no further than 

the front cover of this issue) but as an Australian ex

-pat friend of mine recently noted, he was getting 

slightly fed up of explaining to his family and friends 

back home about the practical implications of the 

stuff! Anyone who has invented a photogenic but 

non-disruptive type of snow is invited to contact 

The Peak Express editorial office. 

 

So, the Matlock extension.  Since the Matlock A6 

remodelling scheme, Peak Rail has been landlocked 

ð like many a railway closure in the past, the old 

trackbed has been reused for a road.  The 

difference this time is that the railway was 

reinstated on a new alignment a few yards to the 

west of where it once was.  At the insistence of the 

various councils along the route of the line, the 

new alignment north of Matlock (NR) station is 

actually rated for 75 mph in order to allow for 
future reopening of the Buxton/Chinley line as part 

of the national rail network.  Peak Railõs Matlock 

Riverside run round loop still directs towards the 

old alignment ð but itõs not just a simple matter of 

slewing the track to connect to the Network Rail 

headshunt.  Several trees need to be cleared and 

the drainage in the area really needs looking at, 

given that the site of Cawdor Quarry is to be 

redeveloped for housing and the site of the new 

link is directly downhill from these!  Some 

trackwork needs to be done as the pointwork at 

the current Matlock Riverside is getting on for 20 

years old and isnõt the right geometry for the new 

layout at Matlock (NR) either.  None of this is 

beyond the capabilities of Peak Railõs various teams 

but it does emphasise that even this modest, in 

terms of distance, extension is not a totally 

straightforward job by any means. 

 

I think itõs fair to say that the Matlock extension 

will massively boost Peak Railõs passenger numbers.  

Being able to run our steam trains into the centre 

of this pretty tourist town is the kind of publicity 

money just canõt buy.  This is just the start of it: 

Peak Rail could accept incoming charters 

(destination, say, Chatsworth or Haddon Hall via 

coach links from the spacious car park at Rowsley 

South) and visiting engines to our events become 
feasible.  I am particularly excited by the idea that 

Peak Railõs already highly-rated 1940s weekend 

could be enlarged to include re-enactors parading 

around Matlock, perhaps with an invitation to the 

people of Matlock to catch the 14:05 Peak Rail 

service (hauled by 48624 naturally) in order to 

witness the climactic battle recreation at Rowsley 

South.  So much potential from such a simple 

physical link.  Work on slewing the track has now 

been postponed until spring in order to benefit 

from better weather but this is a minor delay for a 

project weõve been waiting 15 years or more for. 

 

I also want to use this issue to start putting the 

spotlight on some of the other attractions of Peak 

Rail.  Quite correctly, the return to traffic of 48624 

stole all the headlines last year but there is so much 

more to Peak Rail than the beautiful 8F locomotive.  

Starting with the compact and innovative 

Derbyshire Dales Narrow Gauge Railway I hope to 

go around some of these attractions in future 

issues and bring them to a wider audience, 

discussing their history and where they fit in to the 

overall picture of Peak Rail.  I hope it encourages 

more visitors to these attractions as well. 

 

The recent AGM of the Peak Railway Association 

agreed that The Peak Express would go down to 

three issues per year.  This is both to cut costs and 

also to help align the publication of issues more 
closely with events on the railway: the hope is that 

The Peak Express can preview (and publicise) goings 

on at Peak Rail, rather than retrospectively 

reviewing them.  This issue is the first to reflect 

that change.  Likewise I am informed there was too 

much diesel content.  Well, at the risk of sounding 

perverse, it must be pointed out that Peak Rail has 

only one ex-BR steam engine in operation whereas 

 

Editorial  
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it hosts at least four operational ex-BR main line 

diesel locomotives as well as the myriad shunters 

owned by the HST.  I can only write about what 

news Iõm given and if thereõs more diesel news then 

maybe, steam fans, itõs a hint that the diesel groups 

are being more proactive than you?  Peak Rail is of 

necessity a mixed traction line, as is practically 

every other preserved line apart from the Bluebell.  

I wouldnõt be here if this was not the case.  Iõve 

never really understood the steam versus diesel 

debate; the diesel locomotives based on Peak Rail 

are just as much a memory on the main railway 

system these days as the steam engines they 

replaced.  Whether Peak Rail ever holds a steam 

gala remains to be seen, but diesel galas certainly fill 
the car park at Rowsley and prove that diesel 

traction has a strong following.  In the process they 

raise money to support steam projects such as the 

overhaul of Zebedee and the engine shed at 

Rowsley.  Of the diesel locomotives on Peak Rail, 

at least one (D8) is older than the youngest BR 

steam locomotives.  Which has a greater claim to 

the term òheritageó in this case? 
 

We must also accept that the diesel fleet on Peak 

Rail could play a part in broadening the railwayõs 

service.  47635 is equipped with electric train 

heating. 50030 Repulse will return to traffic in the 

next couple of years and is likewise ETH-fitted.  

With this in mind, should Peak Rail look to acquire 

passenger coaches with electric heating?  It would 

make for less labour-intensive winter services and 

given the unit-dominated main line scene, such an 

operation has an equally strong claim to the term 

òheritageó.  If Peak Rail canõt afford to run a big 

steam engine all the time then why not run diesels 

with properly heated coaches?  Other lines do it 

and get praised by their passengers ð many of 

whom donõt care whatõs up front as long as the 

train is clean, warm and comfortable.  How about 

painting a set of electric heat coaches in blue and 

grey for Peak Rail use?  Letõs not forget this livery 

originated in the mid-1960s and it was not 

unknown for maroon steam locomotives to haul 

rakes of blue and grey mark 2 coaches until 1968 in 

BR service.  Itõs a sight we could theoretically 

recreate on Peak Rail using 48624 and we canõt 

deny the historical authenticity of it.  Other 
preserved lines make an attraction out of hiring 

brand new mainline locomotives in order to tempt 

the enthusiast who otherwise has little chance to 

be hauled by these machines.  That points in the 

direction of air-braked coaching stock (letõs not 

forget, vacuum brakes are almost half a century 

obsolete now).  I feel these ideas will have to given 

due consideration as and when Peak Rail advances 

on Bakewell.  Iõd be most interested to hear your 

views on these subjects ð letters (and death 

threats) to the editorial contact address please. 
 

I must also report some further sad news this issue.  

Brian Toyne was a member of the construction 

team on the Rowsley extension project and as a 

professional electrician he made a valuable  

contribution, though he did an enormous amount 

of work as a general volunteer.  Brian suffered an 

illness several years ago which curtailed his active 

career, but he retained an active interest in the 

railway which he visited regularly, before his death 

on 26th January 2010 at the tragically early age of 

53. We will remember him as a good friend and 

that he always held our project close to his heart. 

 
Finally, you may have heard of reports that the 

dream of pushing beyond Bakewell has been killed 

off by a Peak Park cycle path plan on the old 

trackbed.  Fortunately Peak Railõs management have 

managed to persuade the relevant authorities that 

we have a legitimate interest in this narrow but 

vitally important strip of land ð full details in the 

PLC report in this issue.  The òdreamó of reaching 

Bakewell and Buxton with Peak Rail metals has not 

died; it lives on as our ultimate goal and aspiration.  

See you on the railway. 

  

Dominic Jackson, editor  

 

The current scene at Matlock on a dull January 2010 day.   
The Network Rail headshunt north of Matlock station 
ends at the red bufferstop on the left of the picture.  Peak 
Railôs Matlock Riverside and shunting neck are seen on 
the right, pointing towards the original formation of the 
Matlock branch, which has been erased. Chris Bodell 
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Company Pages  

JACKIE STATHAM AND ROGER HALLATT 

For the past eight years Peak Rail has not been able 

to extend its operations beyond the confines of 

Rowsley South and Matlock Riverside due to the 

fact that we have been in constant negotiation with 

Network Rail and other interested parties.  The 

Board of Directors are the first to admit that these 

negotiations have been, to say the least, long-

winded and have caused many to question if we 

ever will get into Matlock.  Over the years we have 

received many promises of help and have been very 

disappointed to see them not materialise.  Now 

after extremely fruitful negotiations with Network 

Rail we are happy to say that the first phase of 

work on the Matlock extension has commenced.  

Volunteers are working on clearing land in 

preparation for slewing the track to connect up to 

the main line at Matlock Riverside.  This work will 

take approximately two months to complete and 

we hope to give all our readers and supporters 

some very positive news in issue 26 of The Peak 

Express. 

 

You may have heard recently about articles in the 

press regarding a proposal by the Peak Park 

Planning Board to convert the Monsal Trail into a 

cycle path.  Upon hearing this proposal, the Peak 

Rail PLC Board of Directors arranged to meet the 

Peak Park Planning Board Chief Executive to 

establish just what this meant 

to Peak Railõs aspirations and 

ambitions.  Discussion took 

place about Peak Railõs desire 

to extend the railway to 

Rowsley village, then Bakewell 

and ultimately Buxton.  It was 

explained to us that the Peak 

Park Planning Board have 

Government funding to 

provide a cycleway from 

Blackwell Mill down to 

Bakewell, this being part of a 

scheme to link to the 

Tissington Trail which runs 

from Ashbourne to Buxton.  

The first phase of the scheme 
needs to be completed by 

March 2011 and the second 

phase would then be to look 

at the route from Bakewell, through the Haddon 

Estate with the final destination being Matlock. 

 

As this would affect Peak Rail in getting to Bakewell 

and beyond a lengthy discussion ensued with the 

Peak Park Planning Board accepting our concerns 

and agreeing to work with Peak Rail as both a 

railway and cycle track could be mutually beneficial.  

Following this meeting, a letter was sent to His 

Grace the Duke of Rutland, as the owner (via 

Haddon Estates) of much of the trackbed between 

Rowsley and Bakewell however a reply is still 

awaited.  You may like to know that the short 

Rowsley viaduct beyond the A6 and leading onto 

the Haddon Estates land belongs to Peak Rail.  This 

does mean however that even if we bridged the A6 

tomorrow we could only lay track a few hundred 

yards further before encountering land belonging to 

Haddon Estates which we must negotiate to use. 

The proposed cycle path along the Monsal Trail will 
ensure some of the tunnels on the route to Buxton, which 
are normally locked out of use, will be opened up more 
permanently.  Opened on selected dates only for guided 
walks, one such event in 2006 shows the good condition 
of the Peak Line tunnels nearly 40 years after closure.  
Note the refuges clearly visible recessed into the left hand 
wall.      David Statham 
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We are very pleased to 

report good news on the 

t u r n t a b l e .   R e c e n t 

investigation by a qualified 

civil engineer has brought to 

light the need for further 

minor works.  These are 

currently being undertaken 

and once finished will give 

Peak Rail a fully operational 

turntable.  The official 

opening of this project is 

scheduled for the 1st May 

which is also the weekend of 

the 8F special.  Railway 
enthusiasts will have the 

opportunity to photograph 

the 8F pulling a selection of LMS freight stock on 

the Saturday evening and to see the turntable in 

use for the very first time. 

 

In recent railway magazines you may have read 

about the possibility of the 8F leaving to visit other 

railways.  We feel that Peak Rail has been given bad 

publicity on this topic and that not everything 

written has been true.  In May 2009 a one-year 

agreement was signed with the 48624 Locomotive 

Company which expires at the end of May 2010.  

During contractual negotiations it was pointed out 

that Peak Rail could not guarantee the 30-40 

steamings which the 8F Directors were asking for.  

The Directors of Peak Rail PLC made it quite clear 

that if the 8F was going to earn between £15000 

and £25000 per year then it would have to visit 

other railways to which the PLC would have no 

objection provided it was mutually agreed by both 

parties.  In October 2009, just six months into the 

contract, the 8F Directors gave Peak Rail  PLC six 

monthsõ written notice that they were terminating 

the contract. 

 

The current situation is that the 8F is scheduled to 

go to the Churnet Valley Railway at the end of May 

until February 2011.  The Group itself will remain 

on the railway and hopefully we can use their 

expertise to bring other projects to 

completion.  [See also the letters page of this 

issue ñ ed.] 

 

Jackie Statham and Roger Hallatt 

Joint Managing Directors 

 

The ill-fated diesel-mechanical Fell locomotive no. 10100 
heads a Manchester-bound express at Matlock on 15th 
June 1957.  This view shows something of the general 
arrangements at Matlock around this time together with 
the now-abandoned down platform at Matlock which 
Peak Rail aims to run into, subject to painstaking 
negotiations with Network Rail.  10100 was an odd 
device comprising six diesel engines and a 4-8-4 wheel 
arrangement.  An evolutionary dead end of diesel 
locomotive design, it was worth keeping in BR stock as a 
working locomotive and often ran over the Peak line.  A 
fire caused by an overheating steam heat boiler in 
November 1958 at Manchester Central spelt the end for 
this interesting machine.   W P Head/S Cairns collection 

The short viaduct over the River Derwent at 
Rowsley seen in an undated study.  This 
structure belongs to Peak Rail.  The viaduct can 
be seen from behind the Grouse and Claret pub 
at Rowsley (the pub being formerly the station 
hotel).  After this structure there are three minor 
overbridges missing and the Haddon Estate owns 
the trackbed.      Sheila Rayson/Peak Rail archive 


