FACT SHEET
Projected effects on Yuma County regarding the proposed legislative bill relating to the arrest and prosecution of suspected undocumented aliens for criminal trespass.
Members of the Arizona Legislature are proposing an omnibus bill relating to border security and immigration, one focus being a statute that would cause local law enforcement to arrest undocumented aliens for trespassing. This has been proposed to make the trespass law either a misdemeanor or a felony. Border security is of great importance to us, as are all of the immigration issues. It is imperative; however, that the Legislators accept input from local entities on the impact that such legislation would have on the local governments. 
The following is a projection of the effects of the proposed legislative action on Yuma County. The figures are conservative projections based on statistics for the first quarter of 2006. In some instances, no projections have been included as the figures were not available at the time this was prepared. 
Law Enforcement
1. 
Yuma County law enforcement agencies are projected to apprehend 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens by the end of 2006 and refer them to the U. S. Border Patrol.  That number equates to approximately one-half (½) hour for each case; each case averages 3 undocumented aliens.  That projects a total annual cost of $36,023.00 to Yuma County law enforcement agencies.  
2. 
If the proposed legislative bill passes and the 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens are charged with a misdemeanor offense, it would take an average of eight (8) hours to detain, determine the citizenship status, transport, book, return to duty station, prepare for and attend court. The projected annual cost to Yuma County law enforcement agencies would be approximately $775,880.00.
3.
If the proposed legislation passes and the 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens are charged with a felony offense, it would take an average of 12 hours to detain, determine the citizenship status, transport, book, return to duty station, prepare for and attend court. The projected annual cost to Yuma County law enforcement agencies would be approximately $1,163,820.00.
4.
The bill as proposed would reduce the availability of officers to respond to calls for service when they are arresting and processing suspected undocumented aliens.  The Yuma County Sheriff’s Office would be facing a 12% reduction in force availability during this time period for each incident.

JAIL OPERATIONS

1.
Under the present system of referring suspected undocumented aliens directly to the U.S. Border Patrol at the scene, there is no cost to the Jail.
2. 
The per diem rate for inmates in the Yuma County Jail is $85.00. The cost for just one (1) day in custody for each of the 8,312 arrestees would be $706,520.00. 

3. 
Misdemeanor charges filed in Yuma County take an average of 30 days to adjudicate, which does not include any sentence that might be imposed.  The projected annual cost, if all 8,312 arrestees were charged with misdemeanor offenses, would be $21,195,600.00. 
Similarly that would result in 249,360 additional bed days for the jail, or an addition of 683 new jail beds. 
4. 
Felony charges filed in Yuma County take an average of 136 days to adjudicate, which does not include any sentence that might be imposed. The projected annual cost, if all 8,312 arrestees were charged with felony offenses, would be $96,086,720.00. 
Similarly this would result in 1,130,432 additional bed days for the jail or an addition of 3,097 new jail beds.

OTHER CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCIES
1.
Under the present system of referring the suspected undocumented aliens directly to the U.S. Border Patrol at the scene of apprehension, there is no cost to any other local Criminal Justice Agency.

2.
The County Attorney has projected that:

a.
If the proposed legislative bill passes and the 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens are charged with misdemeanor offenses, his prosecutorial staff would have to increase by seven (7) attorneys and seven (7) support staff, at a projected cost of $810,067.00.

b.
if the proposed legislative bill passes and the 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens are charged with felony offenses, his prosecutorial staff would have to increase by 14 attorneys and 14 support staff, at a projected cost of $1,620,134.00.
c.
if the proposed legislation passes and the 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens are charged with misdemeanor offenses, the Public Defender and Legal Defender’s staff would have to increase by 10 attorneys and 10 support staff, at a projected cost of $1,084,394.

d.
if the proposed legislation passes and the 8,312 suspected undocumented aliens are charged with felony offenses, the Public Defender and Legal Defender’s staff would have to increase by 19 attorneys and 19 staff at a projected cost of $2,168,788.00.
3.
Of course, the Superior Court, Justice Courts and Municipal Courts would also realize increased costs if this legislation passes. Those cost increases have not been calculated but would include additional court staff, interpreters, administrative staff and pre-trial services. In a percentage of those cases, Juvenile Court and the juvenile detention facility would recognize cost increases.  
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
1. 
None of these figures include the cost of the law enforcement officers needed to back fill the positions being redirected from their patrol duties to the apprehension and processing of arrestees.

2.
None of these figures include the cost of providing the resources necessary to perform the necessary functions, i.e., planning, building and staffing additional jail beds, court rooms and support offices.

3. 
This legislation does not take into the consideration the available pool of potential employees required to fill the new positions and how long that hiring and certification process is for specific positions.
4.
This bill does not take into consideration the time needed to plan, finance, build and staff a jail.

Sheriff Ralph E. Ogden

May 3, 2006

SUPPORTING CALCULATIONS/DEFINITIONS

1.
Costs per individual incident/case: Based on $26.00 per hour.

Presently: 
½ hour average for USBP to respond and take charge of a suspected undocumented alien.

Proposed:
 4 hour projected average to apprehend, determine status, transport, book, complete a report and return to their area of assignment.

2. 
Officer Court Preparation and Testimony:
Proposed:
Misdemeanor – 4 hours




Felony – 8 hours

3.
Average number of individual per case/incident: 3 

4.
Number of Undocumented Aliens projected to be apprehended in 2006: 8,312

5. 
Force Availability: Based on 9 officers on duty at any one time.

6. 
Jail per Diem Costs: $85.00

7.
Average # of days in custody – does not include any sentence time


Misdemeanor – 30 days



Felony – 136 days

8. 
Additional Jail Beds required: Number of bed days required divided by 365 days

9.
County Attorney – Public Defender and Legal Defender Projections: based on a formula for the number of cases an attorney can adequately prosecute/defend. Provided by CA Jon Smith
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